Right JHLOn. jrnutjj JLWU-'V^.., _ clearly during the war.   In theory both were out-and-out   Pacifists.      In   actuality   Mr.   MacBonald " hedged," while Mr.  Snowden went straight forward with a kind of implacable sincerity to damage his country in the hour of her mortal danger.   He had let fall observations to the effect that since both a Prussian and a British Government were capitalist in principle, it made little difference to the British working classes whether they were governed from Potsdam or Downing Street.    And he acted up to this  amazing,  this  revolting,  theory.   He  opposed the war 9   he opposed conscription;   but he shrank back—after Kerensky's fall—from the Communism of Moscow as seen through the eyes of Mrs. Snowden. It is not considered very polite now to remind the public  of the  services  or  disservices  done to  the country  by  individuals   during  the  war.   Possibly we have not too good a conscience about our national treatment  of  ex-Service  men.    We should like to -•   forget the whole episode—and behind this craving for a merciful oblivion both the present Prime Minister and his Chancellor have taken somewhat obsequious refuge.    Everyone, however, recognised even at the time that Mr. Snowden5s fanaticism and anti-patriotism were perfectly honest, even if they were insane*
It seems a curious thing to say of a man who belongs distinctly to the left, and not to the right of Socialism, that he possesses a far more " Liberal" mind than, let us say, Mr. J. H. Thomas or Mr. Clynes.    He  overleaps  their  mental position by  a kind of somersault, and straddles their minds with one leg on Karl Marx and the other on Richard Cobden.   Logically,   of  course,   such  a  position  is indefensible.    But  it  can be  understood  tempera-
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